The Support: Growing

The Consensus Plan is supported by more
than 90% of affected licensees in 800 MHz,
including:

= Association of Public Safety
Communications Officials-International
(APCO International)

= International Association of Chiefs of Police
(IACP)

= International Association of Fire Chiefs, Inc.
(IAFC)

= International Municipal Signal Association
= Major Cities Chiefs Association
= Major County Sheriff's Association

= National Public Safety Telecommunications
Council (NPSTC)

= American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials (AASHTO)

= City of Boston, Massachusetts

= Connecticut Department of Public Safety
= National Association of Counties

= National Association of State Foresters

= National Association of Telecommunications
Officers & Advisors

= U.S. Conference of Mayors
» Nextel Communications
» Industrial Telecommunications Association

= PCIA, The Wireless Infrastructure Assn.

Growing support:

e A petition of support signed by
more than 550 law enforcement
representatives from 46 states

o Letters of support submitted to
the FCC from more than 60 fire
chiefs in 18 states

¢ . More than 30 communities (city
and state) and legislators have
filed letters in support, including:

(o}

o

City of Sacramento, CA

Boston Mayor Thomas
Menino

NYS Police

New York State Fire
Administrator

Contra Costa County Fire
Protection District, CA

City of Ft. Lauderdale, FL
City of Provo, UT

City and County of Denver,
CO

City of Tallahassee, FL
City of Madison, WI

http://www.projectconsensus.org
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The Problem: Interference

= Radio interference at 800 MHz on public
safety radios is a dangerous reality for
America’s first responders

= Critical problem for first responders who
rely on communications to respond quickly
and efficiently.

= Caused by the intermingling of public
safety and commercial channels and the
incompatibility of their spectrum designs.

= Jeopardizes fire, police and other first
responders because they can be faced with
an unforeseen inability to communicate
when responding to crisis.

= A mounting problem: estimated that public
safety agencies will experience interference
at more than 350 locations this year — the
highest single-year total to date.

The Solution: The Consensus Plan

= Realigns the current jumbled licensing of
800 MHz systems into separate, contiguous
blocks for public safety and wireless
carriers.

= |[t's the only solution that is supported by all
the major public safety organizations.

= Completely and privately funded — would
require no outside funding from taxpayers
or public safety community.

= Provides public safety with more
communications capacity with precious
additional spectrum.

Project Consensus in the News:

= The problem of radio
interference, and in many
instances, the Consensus Plan
have been covered in a wide
variety of outlets, including:

The Washington Post
RCR Wireless

USA Today
Communications Daily

The Denver Post
Wireless Week

CQ Homeland Securitv

Telecom Reports
The Police Chief
~'Mission Critical

Baton Rouge Advocate
Telephony

"0 0 0. .0 0O O 0O O O o o o

Project Consensus Online:

n 280,000+ Internet users have
been to the
Projectconsensus.org site in just
over 3 months

* Many have shown their support
by signing an online petition

* Distributed online Project
Consensus newsletters to
nearly 1,500 recipients

http://www.projectconsensus.org
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Todd Ryker

PO Box 3041 8131 W. Sandy Ln., Arizona City, AZ 85223

November 27, 2003 6:14 PM .
Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers

" of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives

first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks reqmred to protéct the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current bandlng for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future neéds. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have s1gned-thls petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
- issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus

Plan without delay.
Sincerely,

Todd Ryker
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ATH OISTRICT, CALIFORNIA

HOUBE REFUBLICAN CONFERENCE
SECRETARY

2410 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BULDING
WASHINGTON, OC 20816-0504

oy ' {202) 2252811
commeonm oo LONGTESS of the Wnited States s
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Honorable Michael Powell HECE’VED uﬂ‘} Spwf
Commissioner we
Federal Communications Commission NOv g ¢ 2003 Q"t)
445 Twelfth Street, SW e e
Washington, D.C. 20554 Wc”mmmﬂomm% ' ﬂ\"

qﬁ”@fﬂlam

Dear Commissioner Powcll:. | ")’)}{\(\

Tam writing to you regarding an issue of growing importance to the public safety
providers and emergency "first responders” in my district. It is becoming increasingly
clear that public safety organizations - fire, medical, police and other emergency groups -
have insufficient radio spectrum to meet their critical needs.

As you know, the primary problem is that public safety and commercial radio frequencies
are intermingled and adjacent to one another. This haphazard blending of
communications networks is leading to dangerous interference that risks the lives of
public safety personnel and the citizens they protect. It is the view of public safety
leaders that as time passes this interference problem will continue to grow. 3
As 1t is explained to me, the fundamental cause of interference is the close proximity of
public safety and commercial wireless operations within the 800 MHz spectrum band.
The Federal Communications Commission should consider a comprehensive approach to
rebanding that solves the problem on a national basis, Leaders in the public safety
community believe that you can achieve this goal by enacting a plan that will provide
additional spectrum to public safety at no cost to.the public safety organizations and local
governments that are now struggling with limited resources. With lives on the line, we
cannot afford to do anything less. '

This is a critical issue for our nation and I urge you to act expeditiously. In this era of
increased homeland security, the need to equip our first responders with rapid and
reliable communications must be a top priority. This interference to public safety

communications needs to be remedied without delay.
/. W 12 NOY 2008 RCVD

Singerely,

J T. DOOLITTLE
ited States Representative N /
2 of Cagia > Y
List ABCLE * recd
THIE MARING WAS PREPARED PUBLISHED, AND MARED AT TAXPAYER EXPENSE “‘ﬁ_\‘

-_"---—.._
PAINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




| CELL_ULAR A-BAND INTERFERENCE
Submitted by the
Cbmmunications Diﬁsion
~ ofthe
Orange Cou:ﬁty Sheriffs Depértment

June 2003 |

Overview

The Comniuﬁic'a'tions 'Di\./isibnl. of  the Orange County Sheriffs’ Department
(OCSD/Communications) operates and maintains a Motorola SmartZone 800 MHz radio .
 system using Astro digital and analog modulation. The system provides communications

to one hundred twenty-five law enforcement, fire, lifeguard and public works agencies for

- ‘the Cou.nty_ and its thirty-four. incorporated Cities. The system is divided into six
simulcasting cells using sixty-five 800 MHz frequencies, both 806 and 821 MHz. . The.
frequencies are distributed across twenty-four remote radio facilities intended to provide

“in-building” radio coverage over approximately 800 square miles.

Cellular Presence- o ,

There are approximately 450 cellular facilities operating at 800 MHz in Orange County.
Thése sites are almost evenly divided between NEXTEL, AT&T Wireless (A-Band) and
Verizon Wireless (B-Band). AT&T and NEXTEL use TDMA while Verizon uses

. CDMA. There are at least two other non-800 MHz providers operating within the
County. L o ' _

Cellular A-Band Intérférenée

- Handheld and mobile radio communications on the Orange County system suffer A-band

degradation every day. Based on sample tests, OCSD/Communications believes that at
least one sector of all one hundred and fifty A-band facilities cause interference out to a
radial distance of 100 feet. At least twenty-five facilitiés cause interference beyond 100

feet and several facilities have been observed to cause problems beyond a quarter of a

mile.
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The interference causes p‘artié.l or complete loss of reception to _thé handheld or mobile

- users near the cellular facility. This occurs mostly to units operating inl the 821 MHz
- band but has been frequently observed in the 806 MHz band. The interference affects

both handheld (Motorola XTS 3000) and mobile (Motorola Astro Spectra) radios with the
greatest impact to the handhelds.

OCSD/Communications - believes that the primary interference mechanism  is
_intermodulation products generated in the front-end of the receiver. Cellular signal levels
gredter than -20 dBm (over 20,000 uV) have beén recorded at vehicle roof heights at

distance" of 100 feet from the tower. Non-laboratory grade bench testing indicates
receiver front-end overload problems to the XTS 3000 when signals levels exceed

: approxunately -35 dBm.

Relatlve to other providers, OCSD/Communications receives mm1mal cooperatlon from

VAT&T W1reless the local A-Ba.nd semce

Non—A-Band Interference

‘OCSD/Communications suffers from similar problems caused by NEXTEL radio -

facilities. These problems impact mostly the 806 MHz frequencies. NEXTEL has been
extremely cooperatlve in resolving mterference

 Interference from Verizon Wireless facilities is -extremely rare. 'Isolate_d Verizon sites

have been observed to cause problems when receivers are placed on the same honzontal
plane with the transmitting antennas, such as on a parking structure. Verizon facilities are

‘also known to compound problems when co-located with other 800 MHz providers.

OCSD/Communications has a working relationship with Venzon but has never had to
test its interference mitigation respons1veness ‘
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Contra Costa County Fire Protection Di_‘strz‘ct

Fire Chief -
KEITH RICHTER

Mariene H Dortch -
Secretary’

- Federal Communications Commrssron - : i
445 12" Street, SW - - R
Washington, DC 20554 L : : ‘ |

.
i~
.
-
M

. RE Docket 02-55 - : . . _ SN
Dear Ms Dortch ‘ ' I

Contra Costa County Fire Protection Drstrrct would like to express its support for the

*Consensus Plan” filed by public safety organlzatlons private wireless orgamzatrons

and Nextel, in the above-reference proceedrng regarding interference to 800 MHz public
~ safety systems . , o ,

Our District provrdes fire protectlon and Emergency Medical Services for most of Contra
Costa County, located across the Bay from San Francisco and just north of ,
Oakland/Alameda County Weé are surrounded by agencies utiizing 800 MHz - trunked -

: ‘radio systems. Our County.currently utiizes a mix of Lowband, VHF, UHF, UHF T-

» Band, and 800 MHz converitional channels It 1s the County’s intention to migrate to a
700 MHz trunked system as soon as the spectrum becomes available in 2007

We are weII aware of the problems our nerghbonng agencies are having with

_ interference to their 800 MHz. systems -Although we are not directly impacted by this
particular problem, we have followed the discussion since its inception and histened with
empathy for the agencies that have had to deal with this on a daily basis This ISsue Is a.
firefighter and law enforcement safety issue that must be addressed rapldly and
decrsrvely

ltis rmperatwe that the Commussion decides favorably for the “Concensus Plan” as it is
the most logical, realistic solution to the Nextel interference problems In addition, it 1s
the only solution that will clean up the unsatrsfactory channel usage plan in the 800 MHz
spectrum -

The Commrssron should not allow this short window of opportunrty to pass by wrthout
making a positive investment In the future of the 800 MHz band - -

‘Respectfully submrtted.

. Contra Costa County Fire Protection District

1 . ' - '
| By ‘z&/ﬁ f /)/z/,_f’-’ : ' ES)
» : ' Keith B Richter, Fire Chief '
: July 30, 2003

E 2010 GEARY ROAD * PLEASANT HILL, CALIFORNIA 94523- 4694 o TELEPHONE (925) 930-5500 * Fax 930-5592

D 4527 DEERFIELD DRIVE ¢« ANTIOCH, CALIFORNIA 94509 » TELEPHONE (925) 757-1303 » FAX 754-8352 ‘
[J WesT COUNTY AREA * TELERHONE (S10) 374-7070
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DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL - -
SEP 0 8 2003
FCC - MAILROOM
KENNETH A. STUBER, » CITY OF SACRAMENTO N " 204Elaventh Street
. E;l;fn:mu":lllmla“on" - ’ CALIFORNIA ) Sacramento, CA
' ‘ INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT ‘ '?'3?14916-808-8511 .

Kstuber@cityofsacramento.org NETWORK SERVICES DIVISION . FAX: 016-264-3516

August 28, 2003

Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary _

Federal Communlcatlons Commissmn T o C ’ o
(445 12 Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

~ RE: DOCKET 0265 o o -

3 I

Dear Ms. Dortch

The City of Sacramento s Police, Fire and Local Govemment radio users would like to express their
support for the Consensus Plan filed by public safety omganizations, private wireless organizations,
and Nextel, in the above reference proceeding regarding mterference to 800 MHz pubhc safety
systems _

The City of Sacramento utmzes 2,500 subscnber units as part of the Sacramento Regional Radio
Communications System. We are expenencing communications problems due to mterference from
Nextel and Cellular telephone sites.

- I'believe the FCC shouid adopt the consensus plan as 1t will ehrnlnate most inteference to critical

systems by addressing the root cause of the problem  Funding has been established to implement
the corisensus plan and it will prov:de addmonal much needed, 800 MHz public safety channels

Respectfuily submltted.

City of Sacramento

fq%a{&gfzzzﬁr

»

By. Kenneth A. Stuber | No. of Covigs rec'd { 2 ‘

List ABCDE
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‘ ~ Police Department
CITY O ’ 2000 Stevenson Boulevard, PO, Box 5007, Fremont, CA94537- 5007

mont 510780-6800 ph | wwwﬁemontpollce org

-1 would like to express my support for the “Consensus Plan” filed by publlc safety
'orgamzations private wireless ‘organizations, and Nextel, in the above-referenced

 DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL

o , RECEIVED &l ECTEDA
August 25, 2003
' seply 2003

| P ' FCC-MAILROOM_%
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary _ -

- Federal Communications Commission -

445 12" Street, SW : -
Washington, DC 20554 . v |

'RE. Docket 02.55
- Dear Ms. Dortch:

proceeding regardlng interference to 800 MHz public safety systems.

' The Fremont Police Department uses an 800 MHz public safety radio system. While
~ we have not experienced any celiular interference to date, we realize that we could at

any pomt in the future unless preventative measures are taken.

| beheve the Federal Commumcations Commlssmn should adopt the Consensus

‘Plan because it will eliminate most interference to critical public safety systems. It

addresses the root cause of interference by realigning licensing of 800 MHz systems -
into separate blocks of spectrum’ for public safety and wireless carriers. Most
importantly, the Consensus Plan provides additional 800- MHz band channels for
public safety and fundmg for |mp|ementat|on of the plan.

»
o

CRAIGY'STECKLER
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- - :
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CiTy AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO -
\Hes SAN FRANCISCO FIRE DEPARTMENT 02 55
r_#g)l,’\". ‘

MaroH Trewiio, Chyef o'&var&}ntm
Gentet

Raymond R ealzanm.mmg?a Operations

Joseph C Asaro, Deputy Chief of Administration

698 Second Street
San Francisco, CA 94107
(415) 558-3400

November 4, 2003

. Marlene Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW "FCe. /
Washington, D.C 20554 | - MAILROOM:
Dear Madame Secretary,

As a chief for the San Francisco Fire Department and 31-year veteran of the fire service, | know
how important it is for firefighters and other public safety personnel 1o have access to clear and

reliable communications tools Unfortunately, interference in the 800 MHz spectrum continues to
threaten this access

Without clear and reliable communications firefighters simply cannot do their job as well as they
should be able to, creating unnecessary public safety risks.

| have been informed that a number of potential fixes have been presented to the FCC to address
the interference problem. However, it seems that only the Consensus Plan for realigning the 800
MHz spectrum is truly aiming to eradicate interference, rather than just fix it on a case-by-case
basis when it happens to occur It is this proactive approach that has led me fo join my colleagues
from the Infemational Assoctation of Fire Chiefs in supporting the Plan

Please join me and hundreds of pubiic safety organizations across the country in voicing your
support to the FCC and speaking out on behalf of the Consensus Plan

Respectivlly submitted,

Mario H Treviid HECV'D & INSPECTED
Chief of Department
NOV 2 5 2043
FGC-GBG MALRDOM

¢¢c Intemational Assaciation of Fire Chiefs



COLORADO



.

i )

SHULMAN - - '
ROGERS

GANDAL

PORDY &

" ECKER, P.A.

September 17, 2002

BY ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Comm1ss1on
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

~ Re:  WT Docket No. 02-55 - | , .
' Ex Parte Presentation : S :

Dear Ms. Dortch: _ : »

 On Septembér 15, 2003' Steve Browne, Deputy Manager of Safety for Technology and

- Operations - for the City and County of Denver, Colorado, Jay Jacobsmeyer of Pericle

Communications Company (a consultant to Denver), George Weimer of Trott Communications N
Group, Inc. (a consultant to the Industrial Telecommunications Association) and the below-signed
counsel to Denver, met with Michael Wilhelm, John Muleta, Catherine Seidel, D’Wana Terry,

~ Shelly. Blakeney and Roberto Mussenden of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau. During the
. meeting, representatives from Denver and ITA discussed Denver’s 800 MHz interference problems,
" Denver’s efforts to mltlgate the mterference and Denver’s support of the 800 MHz Consensus Plan

Pursuant to Sectlon 1. 1206(b)(2) of the Commission’s Rules, 47 C.F.R. §1. 1206('b)(2), this

- letteris being prov1ded to you for inclusion in the public record of the above-referenced proceeding.

Sincerely,

Alan S. Tilles
Counsel to the City and County of Denver

"11921 Rockville Plke Third Floor, Rockville, Maryland 20852-2743 » (301) 230-5200 « Fax (301) 230-2891
Washington Office: (202) 872-0400 « Virginia Office: (703) 684-5200 * Greenbelt Office: (301) 699- 9883 '
E-ma11 lawﬁrm@srgpe com * Internet: www.srgpe.com * TDD (301) 230-6570
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CENTRAL

. CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY

1815 Staniey Street ‘PO, Bax 4010. New Beitain, CT' 08050 - 4010 wwwe.ccauadu

Richard L Judd, Preatdent Toi:(880)632-0000.  Fax: (860)832:3033 E-maik juda @ccau.edd

September 25, 2003

- Ma. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Commugications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W. .
“Washington, D.C. 20554,

RE: WT Docket No. 02-55 | T -
 Dear Ms. Dortch: | |

: I write to call your attention to an important issue that significantly affects Connecticut and
our nation regarding the issue of public safety radio interference. Public safety agencies utilize !
dedicated channels on the 800 MHz spectrum.. Commercial wireless aperations are located on
adjacent bands, The incompaitibility of these two different functions and the significant problems.
that occur due to interference needs immediate resolution. Public safety communications, =
- especially in these times, cannot be compromised or be subject to interference. '
_ . I speak with some experience in this matter. I chaired the Emergency Operations _

* Comumand in New Britain when it changed its public safety communication system to an 800 MHz-
trunked system. New Britain was the firit public safety operation to do so in Connecticut, long
before other public safety ageacies did so. ] also serve as Chairman of the Connecticut Department
of Public Safety’s Citizens Advisory Committée and as a member of the Connecticut Commission

on Police Department Accreditation. I all these bodies; the integrity and operation of public safety
communications is a matter of continual review snd discussion. - . _

- The Federal Cammunication Commissioh has a plan cusrently under consideration thiat
addresses the current quagmire of 800 MHz systems licensing. The Consensus Plan will virtually
climinate the interference, provide additional bandwidth spectrum for public safety providars and
offer a platform for future development, ‘ ' . o , L

: {urge your support of the Consensus Plan solution that is so hnporﬁnt 1o solving a vaﬁg
and dangerous problem in public safety communications. : ' :

Chairman, CT Department of Public Safety
Citizens Advisory Board a

‘ _ B | ,
hcq: Mr. John Doyle v
_ Mr. Arthur Spada -

Central Connecticut Stats Unlvonlsy. one af four unlversities of the Connecticut Stin Unl-'..ru['y Syatem



" especially in these times; cannot be compromised or be subject to interference.

. Central VC'onmcu:ut- State Universtty, ons of ruu_i universities of the Connecticut Stats

CENTRAL

CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY

1615 Smnley Sireel P.O. Box 4010 New Britain, CT 08050 - 4010 wwew,ocou.ad

Richand L. Judd, Presidant Tel: (eeo)asé-sooa ' an: (860)832-3033 E-mau. |uda@ coau.adu
Septeruber 25, 2003
 Senator Christopher J. Dodd
- SR-448 Russell Building
United States Senate

'Washington, D.C. 20510

Deae secp

_ I write to call your attention to an important issue that significantly affects Connecticut and" -
.our nation regarding the issue of public safety radio interference. Public safety agencies utilize
dedicated channels on the 800 MHz spectrum. Commercial wireless operations are located on -
adjacent bands. The incompatibility of these two different functions and the significant problems
that occur due to interference needs immediate resolution, Public safety communications, '

' Ispeak with some experience in this matter. I chaired the Emergency Operations .
Command in New Britain when it changed its public safety communication System ta an 800 MEHz-
trunked system. New Britain was the-first public safety operation to do s in Connecticut, long

* before other public safety agencies did so. I also serve as Chairman of the Connecticut Department

of Public Safety’s Citizens Advisory Committee and am a member of the Connecticut Commission
-on Police Department Accreditation. In all these bodies, the integrity and operation of public safety -
communications is a matter of continual review and discussion.

The Federal Communication Commission has a plan currently under consideration that

- addresses the current quagmire of 800 MHz systems licensing. The Consensus Plan will virtually

elimipate the interference, provide additional bandwidth spectrum for public safety providers and
offer a platform for futire developm_ent. g , : :

~ I urge your support of the C'o_mm Plan solution that is so nnportant to solﬁﬁg 2 vexing
~ and dangerous problem in public safety communications. o _

" Sincerely,

~

President ‘
Chairman, CT Department of Public Safety
. Ciﬁm Advisory Boand S

° .
bc: . Mr. Johm Doyle V
: Mr. Arthur Spada

University System



bea H.r John Doyle v

CENTRAL

 CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY

1615 Staniny Street F.O. Bok 4010 ‘New Britein, CT 08050 - 4010 www.cosiwsay

Richard L. Judd, Prasident’ Tel: (860)832-3000 Fax: (860)832-2033 E-mall: Judd G oosu.edu

September 25, 2003

Representative Nancy L. Johnson

2113 Raybura House Office Building
. Wuhington D.C. 20515-0705

M ' .

Dear Rnp Johnso_m |
' I write to call Your attentmn to an mpon:ant isgue that sxgmﬁcantly aﬂ:'ects Connecticat and
" our nation regarding the issue of pubhc safety radio interference. Public safety agencies utilize
. dedicated channels on the 800 Mz spectrum. Commercial wircless operations dfe located on
‘adjacent bands. The mcompatiblhty of these two different functions and the significant problems
that occur dus 10 interference needs immediate n:solutlon Public safety commumcnhons, '
_especm.lly in thae times, cannot be compmmlsed or be subject to interferencs. -

I spcak thh some experience in this marter. I chmrad the Emergency Operations
Command in New Bntam when it changed its public safety communication system to an 800 MHz-
trunked system. New Britain was the first public safety operation to do so in Connecticut, long.
before other public safety agencies did so. I also serve as Chairman of tlie Connecticut Department

* of Public Safety’s Citizens Advisory Committec and am a member of the Connecticut Commission
on Police Dapaxtment Accreditation. In all these bodies, the integrity and operation of pubhc nfety
commmucatmns is a matter of contmual revww and discussion.

The Federal Commumcancn Commission has a plan currmtlyunder consideration that
addresses the current quagmire of 800 MHz systems licensing. The Consensus Plan will virtually
eliminate the interference, provide addmunal bandwidth spectrum for public safety pruvxders and
offer a platform for ﬁxture development. '

I \irge your support of the Can:emza Plan soluhon that is so nnportant w0 solv:ng a veaung
and dangemus problem in pubhc safety cammxmma.tlans

Smc.etdy,

" Ri L. Judd
President _ _
Chairman, CT Department of Public Safety
Citizens Advisory Board

4

Mr. Arthur Spada

Canrral Connacticut Stazs University, ons of four universitias of che Connectieuc State Uaiversity System



CENTRAL

CONNECTICUT STATRE UNIVERSITY

1815 Stanfay Strest P.O.Bax 4010 New Britain, CT 08050 - 4010 www.ecaw.ady

Richard L. Juda, Prealdent  Tel: (880)832-3000 Fax (860)832-3033 E-malk: judd @ ccau.edu

- - Scptermber 25, 2003

Representative Johna B. Larson

1005 Longworth House Office Building

| Washington, D.C. 20515-0701

Dear e Larson:.
\ ! . . T " . Lo

~ Twrite to call your attention to an important issue that significantly affects Connecticut and

. our nation regarding the issue of public safety radio interference. Pubtic safety agencies utilize
dedicated channels on the 800 MHz spectrum. Commercial wireless operations are Jocated on
-adjacent bands. The incompatibility of these two different functions and the significant problems -
that occur due to interference needs immediate resolution. Public safety communications,
especially in these times, cannot be compromised or be subject to interference. -+ - - -

' IspeakWi&someech:i_enccinthismamx.‘IchnimdmEmergencyOpernions S
Command in New Britain when it changed its public safety communication system to an 800 MHz-
trunked system. New Britain was the first public safety operation to do so in Connecticut, long
before other public safety agencies did so. ] alsg serve as Chairman of the Connecticut Department
of Public Safety’s Citizens Advisory Committee and am a member of the Connecticut Commission

- on Police Department Accreditation. In all these bodies, the integrity and operation of public safety
communications is a metter of continual review and discussion. : : )

The Federal Communication Comnﬁssioh has a plan currently under consideration that
addresses the current quagmire of 800 MHz systems licensing. The Consensus Plan will virtually
eliminate the interference, provide additional bundu_ridﬂx‘ spectrum for public safety providers and

" “offera platform for future development.

I urge your support of the Consensus Plam solution that is so important to solving a Vexmg :

~ and dangerous problem in public safety communications,

 Sincerely,

Richard L. Judd
President
Chairman, CT Department of Public Safety
Citizens Advisory Board :
o, . . '
bc: ‘Mr, John Doyle v
‘Mr. Arthur Spada

Central Counnecticut Stats University, one of four unlveriftiss of the Connecéticuc Suiq Univerzity System
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“CENTRAL .

- CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY

1815 Stanley Strest P.0. Box 4010. New Betgin, CT 08050 - 4010 wwww.ccaw.acu

Richerd L. Judd, Pragident Tel: (860)852-3000 Fax: (880)832-3033 E-mall: Judid @ coau.sdu

September 25, 2003

Senator Jaseph 1. Lieberman
706 Hart Senate Offics Building

| 'Washingto DC. 20_5_ 15-0703 - L 3
L I write to call your attention to an mportantmsuethatsxgmﬂcanﬂyaﬂech Connectxcm:and
- our nation regarding the issue of public safetyradm interference, Public safety agencies utilize -
 dedicated channels on the 800 MHz spectrum. Commercial wireless operations are located on
adjacent bands. The incompatibility of these two different fimctions and the significant probluma

that occur due to interference needs immediate resohition. Public safety commumcatlons,
especially in these tuncs, cansiot be compramised or be subject to mterference -

Ispeakw:thsome expencnca in this mattar, IchauedtheEmcrgencyOpcmtxuns _
Command in New Britain when'it chnngud its public safery communication system to en 800 MHz-
trupked systerm. Néw Britain was the first public safety operation to do so in Congecticut, long -
before other public safety—agcncl&c did so. I also serve as Chairman of the Connecticut Department

- of Public-Safety's Citizens Advisory Committee and am a member of the Connecticut Commission

. on Pelice Dopartment Accreditation. In all these bodies, the i integrity and cperation of public safety
com.mmucahons isa matwr of conunul.l rcvnew and ducusuon

The Federal Communication Commxssxon has a plan currently under consideration that
addresses the current quagmire of 300 MHz systems licensing. The Consensus Plan will virtually

eliminate the interference, provide additional bandwidth spectrum for public safety prowders and
oﬁar a platfonn for foture development. .

I urge your support of the Consensus Plan solution that i is 50 unportant to solving a vexmg
and dnngemus problam in public safety communications, _

Sincerely,

- Richa™ L. Judd
Prestdent :

Chairman, CT Department of Public Safety
Citizens Advxsory Board

=

" be: Mr. John Doyle*

Mr. Arthur Spads

Central Connmcticut State University, ane of four univarsities of the Connsctlcat State Um;,.."u, Syitem
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~ cc:  Commissioners Abernathy, Adelstein, Copps

N‘ovember‘ 24,2003

"Chaii'ma'n Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, N.-W. '
Washmgton D C. 20554

Re:  Docket 02-55

Dear Chairma.n Powell:

I would like to bnng to your attention an important issue that profoundly impacts our country. -
The issue,is public safety radio interference — a problem in desperate need of a solution. Public

~ safety communications systems and commercial wireless operations are located on adjacent

and intermingled channels in the 800 MHz spectrum band.- The problem: technologies used
by public safety and commercial wireless are incompatible with one another as neighbors. The
result: dangerous interference, which causes garbled communications and prevents public

safety officials from domg their jobs.

~ The Consensus Plan, cu'n'ently under consideration at the Federal Communications
Commission, would realign the current jumbled licensing of 800 MHz systems into separate
- blocks of spectrum for public safety and cellular wireless carriers. By 1mplementmg this plan,

public safety interference will be virtually eliminated. Also, public safety will receive

‘additional spectrum for future communications needs. Perhaps equally important, the

Consensus Plan will be 1mplemented at no cost to the. Amencan taxpayer.

The .Consensus Plan is the only proactlve and'comprehenswe solution to the dangerous

- problem of public safety interference. Please support the public safety community and

implement the Consensus Plan without delay..

" Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely,

" James A Walters
Chief of Police

| __and Martin
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Richard Trincia ,
P.O.Box 501 602 Main Street, Odessa, DE 19730 0501

November 20, 2003 1:26 PM
Docket Number WT 02-55: 1 support the Consensus Plan

Dear Petition Manager:

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for

_ implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we

serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for futuré needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

* . I'have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this

issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Richard Trincia
P.0.Box 501

602 Main Street
Odessa, DE 19730-0501
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THE FLORIDA SENATE  commrrees:
. R ullarted Industries,
;  Tallahasses, Florida 32399-1100 Appropriations. ' -
' i Appropriations - Subcommittee on Educatlon
Banking and Insurance

Health, Aging, and Long-Term Care
- Judidla yang. ne-

ary
Rules and Calendar

SENATOR ALEX DIAZ de Ia PORTILLA

. President Pro. Tempore
36th District

' ,Nov'embet 13, 2003

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

_Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Commumcatlons Comm1ssxon '

.- 445 12® Street, SW-
“Washington, DC 20554

" Re: Support for Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Reahgnment

Ex Parte, WT. Docket No. 02-55

‘.DearMsDortch " . o ‘ v '

1 amwntmg to express my support of the Consensus Plan before the Federal Commumcauons

Commission and also- -express my concerns with the current situation. First responders are

~ increasingly at risk due to interference from cellular phones. The onslaught of cellular phone
usage has created a severe problem here in Florida, and across the nation.. As usage increases,

the risk of garbled or blocked police, fire and other public safety commumcatlons also increases.

- First responders urgently need more 800 MHz spectrum to have “interoperable™ commumcations
_among police and ﬁreﬁghters and among neighboring Junsdlctlons

- Cun'ently, there exists a solutlon The FCC has before it a “Consensus Plan” that would address

interference problems. The Plan provides a comprehensive solution that not only addresses the
interference probleins, but allocates additional spectrum for public safety. needs, provides private
funding to compensate licensee that may need to relocate to hew channels and ensures that all

~ affected hcensees receive eqmvalent replacement spectrum..

In short, this plan is a thorough and effectlve solut10n that would prevent dlsastrous |
consequences should no action be taken or other plans adopted. For example, the UTC/cellular

- “plan” suggests a case—by-case approach, which could potentially jeopardize the lives of
* emergency personnel and the citizens they serve. Public pohcy should be proactwe and the
- Consensus Plan uses that approach.

REPLY To ' ' _
O 1655 S.W., 8th Street, Miam, Florida 331444132 (aos) 643.7200
& 404 Senate Office Buliding; 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahasses, Florida 32398-1100 (850) 487- 5109

Senate's Webslte www.flsenate.gov

JAMES E. “JIM” KING, JR. . , ALEX DIAZ DE LA PORTILLA
: " President _ ) : President Pro Tempore -



o

November 13, 2003

Page2 .

Thank you for your attention to this very important matter. fespectﬁﬂly request that the FCC
adopt in full the terms of the Consensus Plan and resolve the i issues facing our pubhc safety
commumty in an expedltlous manner. :

Regards, -

Alex Diaz de la Portilla : _ :
President Pro Tempore — Florida Senate ; i

'
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Quallty Law Enfomement for the Sunshme State

‘November 18, 2003-

The Honorable Michael K. Powell

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW, Room 8-B201

Washington, DC 20554

RE: Support for the 800 MHz ‘;Conscr_xsus Plan” 1o eliminate interference by First Responders
Dear Chmn'nan Powell: |

The Florida. Police Ch:efs Assocmtnon is-extremely concemed about the ever-increasing mterferen.c
experienced in the 800 MHz band of the radio spectrum used by public safety’s first responders from
wireless communications systems. This is a problem that we have experienced not only within the
State of Florida but also in more than half of the other states. Moreover, we are aware that it has been
estimated that public safety agencies will cxpenence interference at more than 350 locations this year
— the highest single-year total to date, This increase in the interruption of rmssmn critical -
communications during our responses to emergcnctes is alamnng :

The Florida Police Chiefs Association supports the 800 MHz “Consensus Plan™ proposal ag we feel

" that it is a comprehensive and fully funded solution which will resolve a critical problem affecting our

ability to render emergency services in the most effective and efficient manner. We believe that the
proposal for the realignment of the specirum is the best solution to the current situation and are awarev
that it has rcccwed wide support by all of the major public safety orgammuons

Unfortunately. absent your intervention, the risks associated with this problem will continue to grow.
Needless to say, this is an issue of utmost concern for the public safety community and the public we
serve. Therefore, we strongly urge you to consider realignment of the 800 MHz spectrum and full
implementation of the 800 MHz “Conscnsus Plan We thank you in advance for your consideration
of this matter. : .

Sinceréiy,

| T

Executive Director

CC:  Chief Paul Rumbley, President

Chief Marshal Gage, Ad-Hoe Committee Chair
Ret. Chief Harlen R. McEwen :

Tallahassee Headquarters: 924 Novth Gadsd Street, Tallah: » , BL. 32303 ¢ Mailing Addmss P.0, Box 14038, Taflahossee, I’L32317-4035
- Telephone Lines: 1-800-332.8117, (850) 219-3631, (850) 219-3640 (Fax) Wobsite: www.fpca.com




State of Florida
_ DEPARTN[ENT OF
HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32359-0500 .

. FRED QU DICKINSON .

Executive Dircctor .

November 24, 2003

‘M. Michasl K. Powell
Chairman

- Federal Communications Commission
Room 8-B201
445 12" Street, SW :

_ Washington, DC 20554 : -

Re: WT Docket Number 02-55 (800 Megahertz “Consensis Piaﬁ”)
- " Deef Chairman Powell:

The Florida Highway Patrol is concétned about the i increasing mtBrference experienced

R " in the 800 MHz band of the radio specttum used by publié safety from commercial wireless
‘ ) communications systems. The communications system utilized to support all state law
enforcement officers in Florida has already suffered interference as noted in. the comments
filed to the board on May 6, 2002, by the State of Florida, State Technology Office.

Interference with public safety communications systems is on rise throughout the
country as commercial wireless systems grow. The added channe] traffic and proliferation of
cell sites in the 800 MHz band greatly increases the potential for interference with public safety
communications. Interruption of imission critical commumications due to interference

- jeopardizes the safety of our public safe'ty personnel and the c1t1zens and visitors of the state of
Flond&

The Flonda Highway Patrol supports the 800 MI-Iz “Consensus Plan” as we feel that it
is the best solution to resolve the current situation, while: simultaneously providing much—
needed additional spectrum to the pubhc safety conummlty

We appreciate your interest in addressmg this problem and request vyou and your fellow
" commissioners to act expedmously to realign the 800 MHz spectrum per the “Consensus Plan
with the best interests of our public safety community in mind. We urge the Commission to
culminate these proceedings so that any financlal impact to public safety agencles is
minimized, if not avoided altogether.

. DWISIONS/ FI.DRIDA HIGHWAY PATROL « DRIVER LICENSES » MCYI‘OR VE’HICLES ADMI'QXSTRATIVE SER‘/ICES
s 2900 Apalachee Parkway, Neil Kirkman Building, Tellahassee, Florida 32399-0500
hrtp: I/www hsmw.state fl.us



| information regarding this issue, please contact us at (850) 483-488_5.

Mr. Michael 7. Powell
Page 2 o
November 24, 2003

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If we can provide additional

* Sincerely,

Colonel Christopher A. Knight
: : Director - '
, . | . Florida Highway Patrol

CAK :sw




_Marima'H. Dortch, Secretary B

October 15, 2003

" Federal Communications Commission.
445 12" Street, SW .
Washington, DC 20554 .

Dear Ms. Dortch: |

the cellilar providers are creatin

"The City of Tallahassee would ke to ékpfws its support 5
- safety organizations and private wirisless Qrganizat_iqns.-

_increasedratecéfinterf' 1ce in the firtur

Yn 1997, the City of Tallahassee pumhasedvan. ng
experienced-only Jimited interference from cé] Q - Sroviders. Howev

5 ,\';oicé and da%system. To-date; We bave
for bandwidth and the constant expansion

due to the increasing need
st a_ss\xredly start seeing an !

The pnm;ary cpxicem of the City of i_see with the Consensus Plan T mé_(fity would likely '
be financially responsible fox movi AR AN 7 S ' khs or frequencies. Since
i . of reasonable for local

problem, “fiot believe it is

- governments to use taxpayers’ doilars to move to another bandwidth or fEEENCY. We-would not be

- We believe the “Consensus Plan” offers & jong-tetm solution o & very &
- eliminate most interference and address the root cause of the problem. THES
available bmd“ﬁdtfl for Publlc safety.and addresses the constantly growmg el .

able to fund such a major change and require funding in this regard.

it problem. 1 will
plan also expands the

 Anita R. Favors
) City Manager
| K ARF :_sIf '

i »

cc:  ‘ThomasR. Coe, Assistant City Manager -
Chief Walt McNeil, Tallahasses Police Department -
David Reid, Ditector, Management and Administration ‘
Don DelLoach, Chief Information Systems Services Officer -
Dinah Hart, Intergovernmental Relations Officer

'MARK MUSTIAN

5, Adams St. JOHN R, MARKS, 11 ALLAN J, KATZ | ANDREW D, GILLUM |  DEBBIE LIGHTSEY
Jhasaee, FL 32301-1751 Mayor o] Mayoy Pro Tem . Commissoner . - Comaissiones Commissioner
_ » e LR . R ENGLISH | GARY HERNDON o SAM M. MoCALL K

‘ _ : o Pive Tyragurer-Clevk

City Audi;or :
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‘attribute the comment to this year when, in actuality it is over a year old.

TO: Julie Rochester - .
General Counsel, CTIA

CC: Kevin Martin, Commissioner FCC
. ‘Sam Feder Legal Advisor, FCC
Marlene Dortch, Secretary, FCC
Dlane Cornell VP Regulatory Affalrs, CTIA

It has been brought‘to'my attention that om July 11, 2003 the CTIA filed an Ex
Parte presentation to Sam. Feder of the FCC commentlng on the 800 MHz Balanced.

Plan and Consensus Plan. ' In that document your organizatin represented the Crty
.of Fort Lauderdale as. being against the Consensus Plan. You used the Title"
. "PUBLIC SAFETY LICENSEES WHO HAVE - EXPRESSED RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE “CONSENSUS

PLAN". . In the document there is a quote from The City of Fort Lauderdale which
was ostehsibly made about the Consensus Plan. This quote is actually taken from

‘the City's original response to the FCC's original NPRM ana the original Nextel
_White-Paper. These comments were submitted on May 3, 12002 before the Consensus

document was drafted and published. The fact that you attribute the comments to
the Consensus Plan. is in itself erroneous. Further, you cite May 3 as the date
of the comments yet you failed to include the year. Any reasonable’ person would'
{
That creates further suspicion on my part as to what the intent of uslng the’
citation was.

When the original FCC NPRM was publlehed Fort Lauderdale said it was 1nadequate

.When the initial Consensus Report was issued Fort Lauderdale commented, -in
‘September 2002, that it.too, was not detailed enough to support. Subsequently.

the Consensus Group has demonstrated what .appears to be a complete and workable
solution for both the short and long term and the clty does, indeed, -eupport the
Consensus Plan.

It would be appreclated 1f you would correct, on,the recoxd, your comments to

the FCC regarding Fort Lauderdale.

Mark'D.-Pallans ,
Telecommunications Managexr

City of Fort Lauderdale

(954) 828 -5790



FLORIDA POLICE BENEVOLENT
~ ASSOCIATION, INC.

. The Voice of Florida’s Law Enforcement Officers -

November 2>5,' 2003 .

~ Chairman Michael Powell .

- Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, N.W. '
Washington, D.C. 20554°

' Docket: 02-55

Dear Chairman Powell,

1 would like to bring to your attention an important issue that profoundly impacts our
. country. The issue is public safety radio interference —a problem in desperate need-of a solution.
~ Public safety communications systems and commercial wireless operations are located ‘on
~ adjacent and intermingled channels in the 800 MHz spectrum band: The problem:  the
technologies used by public safety and commercial wireless are incompatible with one another as

- .neighbors. The - result: dangerous interference, which causes” garbled communrcatrons and .
prevents publrc safety 0ff|c1a|s from doing their jobs. : '

1,_ » . The Consensus Plan, currently under consrderation at the Federal Communications
Commission, would realign the current jumbled licensing-of 800 MHz systems into separate
blocks of: spectrum for public safety -and .cellular wireless carriers. By implementing this plan,
- publlc safety interference will be virtually eliminated. Also, public safety will receive additional
‘spectrum for future communications needs. Perhaps equally |mportant the Consensus Plan will
" be implemented at no cost to the Amencan taxpayer : ’

The Consensus Plan is the’ onIy proactive and ‘comprehensive solution to the dangerous

‘problem of public safety interference.: Please support the publlc safety commumty -and |mp|ement
‘the Consensus Plan wrthout delay. :

: Tha‘nk you in advance for your consideration.

'Best regards

‘David Murrell
Executive Director

cc:

‘Commissioner Abernathy
. . Commiissioner Adelstein
G Commissioner Copps

)’ Commissioner Martin

300, Brevard St, Tallahassee, FL 32301-1218 * www.flpba.org * 850.222.3329 * Toll Free: 1.800.733.3722 # Fax: 850.561.0192



Oranqe Countv F:Lre Rescue Department__

| BanyH Luke Deputy Ch/ef
* Fire Communications Division

6590 Amory Couit, P.O. Box 5879, Wiriter Park, FL 32793 5879
 (407)836-9119 Administrative Offices - , _

' Orange County Fire Rescue Department would hke to express 1ts support for the “Consensus Plan” ﬁled by public:

(407) 836-9046 FAX

R-mail* harrv hikka/@nnfl nat

Marlene H. Dortch : : : _

" Federal Commumcauons Commrssron

445 12® Street, SW. S - l
Washington, DC 20554 : S ; ' _

'-RE‘I_:)_oc___ké!LSSI ' .

» DearMs Dortch

t

safety organizations, private wireless organizations, and Nextel in the above-reference proceedmg regardmg

‘interference to 800 MHz pubhc safety systems

Orange County Fire Rescue provides life savmg emergency care to the resldents of the umncorporated Orla.udo

“metropodlitan area. More than a million persons rely on our agency for emergency medical, fire suppression,

hazardous materials mitigation, and technical rescue support. More than 1,000 firefighters and emergency personnel

rely on our 800 MI-Iz radio system for support and coordmatlon.

Orange Cmmty Frre Rescue relies on this radio network to provrde us wrth instant access to other emergency
responders and our dispatchers. Unfortunately, our agency experiences problems each day with our public safety
radio system. Many of our problems are lmked back to interfererice from outside systems, mcludmg radio signal

" blocking from wu'cless carriers.

. We urge the Commission to adopt the recommendatxons and plans contamcd in the “Consensus Plan” We believe

this plan will help eliminate most interférerice on public safety systems, will address the root cause of the
interference problem, provrdes fora fundmg mechanism, and finally provides for addmonal 800 MHz spectrum for

_public safety coordmatlon.

Respcctfully subm1tted,

. ORANGE COUNTY FIRE RESCUE DEPARTMENT

 Carl L. Plaugher, Fire Chief




COPY ORIGINAL

OOCKET FILE

| } necewen&mspecrao
August 13, 2003 o
e | ae2sHn
“;c.)-/;«'r-vr(‘olww AR '.-. . - v o | FCC-MA‘LROOM |
v Tava- - Ms-Marlene H Dortch ' e : ‘ :
C T - - Secretary

Federal Communlcatlons Commission .
445 12" Street, SW S
Washington, DC 20554 . '

RE: Docket 02-55
Dear Ms Dortch

Bay County Emergency Servnces would like to express its support for

the “"Consensus Plan” filed by public safety organizations, pnvate ‘

wireless organizations, and Nextel, in the above-reference proceedings ;
.. regarding interference to 800 MHz public safety systems '

~ Our Department manages the 800 MHz SmartNet Trunked Radio
' | _ System for Bay County We have over 1800 users on the system, -
" which consist of Law Enforcement, Fire rescue, Emergency Medical

. . " Services, Animal Control, -Public 'Works, Utlites and Traffic
q ’ ' . -Engmeenng We are also in the process with co-shanng In our county
Lt with the State Of Flonda's Technology Office with respect to their
statewrde Law Enforcement Mutual Aid system

We feel that the 800 MHz _band could experience unprecedented. -
harmful interference due to congestion ard interaction with commercial

~ cellular radio systems across the country The problem may get worse
and will continue to worsen short of significant action by the FCC ‘
working with commercral and publlc safety system operators

. r———t— —

We support the 800 MHz Consensus Plan The plan was developed by

- a coalition. of publlc safety and private wireless organizations to
address the senous, growing. problem of interference to 800 MHz radio

. systems. It will ehminate most interferénce to critical systems and-
addresses the root cause of interference, rather than just fixing it after -
the fact. The plan provides funding for implementation and it will - -
provude additional 800 MHz band channels for publlc safety

— e - ——— ==

Based on the workshops we have attended over the past .year, the
“Balanced Approach” Is inferior to the Consensus plan Problems we .
see with the balanced approach are that it's reactive to interference
" problems, and does Iittle to. prevent interference from occurring in the

. _ ., first place Some of the interference mitigation steps could lead to an
i )' . | increase in interference as well , U |



We believe the Balance Approach recommends specific channel,
swapping with Nextel as a possible remedy and the responsibility for

- correching interference may fall on public safety licenses. Motorola’'s

proposed equ1pment improvements are only. a partial answer The
improvements only address interference caused by intermodulation, -

- hot by out of band emissions Only the newest Motorola radios can be -
. upgraded, others would need to be replaced. Motorola's equipment

improvements are only effective for public safety systems that already

.. meet. certain’ minimum levels of performance Systems.not meeting

these levels would need to increase power levels andlor transmltter- )

- sites at a consnderable expense

The Balanced approach does not |nc|ude any viable plan to pay the

- cost of its implementation | believe under the Consensus Plan, Nextel

has pledged $850 million dollars to pay cost of frequency shifts, though

- the FCC may decide to impose an’ unllmlted fi nanclal obligation on -

Nextel to pay all reasonable costs

- ‘Whatever the case may be, our concern and lnterest is to protect Bay

County's investment and the integrity of our 800 MHz radio system to
ensure pubhc safety needs are met. ‘

Respectfully submttted' -
~ Bay County Emergency Services

%”f% leis’

Thomas E. Nudo Sr.
Communications Manager




DOOKET F‘LE coPY ORIGINAL

) Sl LEE COUNTY

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

‘BOARD. OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS © Wnter's Direct Dial Number,

' (239) 3352221 -

Distnct One -
- Douglas A St Cemy g - - ’ :
DemtTwo , . . : ~ August 25, 2003
Ray Judah . h - ' _ I . .
. DemetFor . Marlene H. Dortch -
D R Secretary - .
' ‘Federa] Communications Commxsslon _

 Donaid 0 Suvell 448 1™ Street, SW.
' James'G Yaeger - Washmgton, DC 20554
VDIa'.naIM Parker - RE:i DOCket 02’55 . . o e . -
Dear Ms. Dortch:
The- Boé.rd of County Commissioners would like to express. 1fs support for the "‘Conéeosus
, Plan” filed by public safety organizations, private wireless organizations, and Nextel, in the
' )' -above-refetenced proceedmg regardmg mterference to 800 MHz public safety systems.

. Our Davision of Public Safety, Government Commumcatlons Network Program, provides a

- countywide Motorola 800 MHz voice radio and data communications system to facilitate

- effective and tlmely coordination for Lee County government and Sheriff’s Department, all
municipal governments and their pollce departments, and all fire service agencies plus state and
federal offices resident within Lee Cmmty Intermittently, over the last several years our radio -
system has experienced numerous minor interference problems and one major incident that
were directly traced to Nextel, Nextel has always worked n close support of the Comty in

' mmgatmg this. problem.

" The FCC’s adoptlon of the Consensus Plan would eliminate most mterference to our critical

. systems and it also addresses the root cause of interference, rather than just fixing it after the

" fact. Further, the Plan provides for funding to implement the Plan and additional 800 MHz
o band channels for public safety. _

Smcere!y,

A@dudo{
Donald D Stilwell
Cbunty Manager ’

. . “4; Yo
Nlac = -
S \nArA\Ame_ng\sz\Co.mm Plan 08-25-03 doc JSLSEC ©

PO Box 398, Fort Myers, Flonda 83902-0398 (239)3352111 . ____ S
o . o " Internet address htip /Avww lee-county com ' ' . _ -
Q Recycled Paper . . AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AFFIRMATIVE AGTION EMPLOYER ' o "




. for public safety needs. | | |
W urge the FOC to resolve the ssues fack the pubic safsty communlty expeditiously and sdapt the

Sheriff _Larry Campbell.

—‘_-,_‘—————'_"—‘——‘—*——-_«___,

Bl LEON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

_ October 18,2008

. The only concem the Leon Gounty Shedff; Office has with the Pian is the remote chance thet we might
- be financislly reaponsible for moving our 800MHz system to other bandwidths or frequencies. This

would not be an acoaptable option due o the cost of such @ major changs. -

" Nobwithstanding this, the Consensus: Plen offers the only real, near tam solution to & very difficul

problem. The Plan addresses mterference to public safety systerns and allocates additional spectrum

n.

Post Office Box 727 * Tallahassee, Florids 32302.0727 .

Office Phone (850) 922-3300 * Jail Phone (850) 22,3500 _imrohette|
Please visit ns ou the web at: Mgg_ 2




. University Police
Office of the Chief

2, The Flornda State Umversxty

;‘ Tallahassee, Florida 32306

% Phone: 644-1240  Fax: 644-3205

Y www.fsu.edu/~fsu-pd

November 17, 2003

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

. Federal Communications Commission
- 445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

- DearMs Dortch

As the Chxef of The Florida State Umvers1ty Pohce Deparlment I'would hke to express support for

| ‘. - the Consensus Plan for 800 MHz realignment. First responders on Florida campuses and in
Florida are increasingly at risk because there public safety radio communications are vulnerable to "
~ interference from cellular phones As cellular usage mcreases, the risk of garbled or blocked

public safety commumcattons increases.

Addmonally; as you know. campus. communitles are ﬁlled w1th young persons from around the
country and world. Consequently in a time of perceived or real emergencies cell phone use
increases dramatically, thus i increasing the potential for interference. During this same period
public safety radio needs are also great. In an area susceptible to hurricanes and other weather

related emergenues the students in Florida umverslty communities are at greater risk, -

* The Consensus Plan offers the only real solution to avery dlfﬁcult problem. The Plan addresses

interference to pubhc safety systems and allocates additional spectrum for public safety needs

T urge the FCC to resolve this issue as qu1ck1y as poss1ble and adopt the Consensus Plan,

CareyM. Drayton, Chxef ' - o _ L
~ The Florida State University Pohce Department , .

Cc: Paul Strouts
Kathleen Daly. -

' PRIDE W ENTHUSIASM M PROFESSIONALISM M INTEGRITY
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. December 2, 2003

f

" Chairman Michael Powell-
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Streef, NW.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Docket 02-55
Dear Chairman Powell:

Public safety radio interference is of paramount concérn to Law Enforcement Agencies.
Currently public safety communications systems and commercial wireless operations are
located on adjacent and intermingled channels in the 800 MHz spectrum band. The
technologies used by public safety and commercial wireless are incompatible and create
interference, resulting in garbled or non-éxistent communications for Public Safety

_ Officers in the field. The end result exposes a potentially dangerous safety issue.

As a Law Enforcement Official, 1 strongly support the realignment of the current 800 MHz
spectrum into separate blocks for public safety and cellular wireless carriers. This plan
should be implemented at no cost to the taxpayer or Public Safety Agencies.

' i.respeqtfully request your support 6f this comprehensive solution as soon as possible.
Sincerely, ‘

- JAMES H. SCARBERRY
Chief of Police '

-- C: Commissioner Abernathy
Commissioner Adelstein .
Commissioner.Copps
Commissioner Martin



)

November 24, 2003

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Commuriications Commission
445-12th Street, SW

o Washington, CD 20554

- Dear Ms. Dortch:

I am writing to express my support for the Consensus. Plan for 800 MHZ

realignment 'First responders in Miami, Florida and. the nation are at risk

because their public safety radio communications are vulnerable to interference
from cell phones. : _ . m

"~ The only reservation I have with the plan is the remote chance that the city

would be financially responsible for moving our- 800 MHZ system to other.
bandwidths or frequencies. So long as the Consensus Plan does not burden local

-governments with any coasts, I support it.

Consensus Plan.:

As a . former state trooper and a Miami City Commissioner, I support the FCC plana
to resolve the issues facing the public safety community by adopting the

e
' Sincerely,

Joe Sanchez



Cog Richter : B . -
1729 17th Avenue , Vero Beach, FL 32960

November 25, 2003 3:43 PM
Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of

. readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will

virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for

implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve. '

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I'have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this

issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay. '

Sincerely,

Cory Richter



Estero FIRE RESCUE

19850 Breckenridge Drive, Suite A
Estero, Florida 33928

Phone: (239) 947-FIRE (3473) Fax: (239) 947-9538

web site: www.esteroﬁre.org

December 17, 2003

Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: WT 02-55 Improving Public Safety Communications in the 800 MHz Band

Dear Madain‘e Secretary, .

One of the most pressing issues firefighters and other first responders face today is 800 MHz
interference to their radios. In these times of heightened security and alert, our first responders
need the support of the FCC in resolving this critical issue. No one can argue that highly reliable
communications for public safety professionals does not save lives.

Interference in the 800 MHz band can come between a firefighter on the front line of defense and
the chain of decision-makers assisting in an emergency situation. In fact, it is estimated that
public safety agencies will experience interference at more than 350 locations this year — the
highest single-year total to date. The trend is alarming and foreshadows the day when
communications are interrupted during a future catastrophic event,

The Consensus Plan proposal for the realignment of the radio spectrum is the only solution to the
current situation supported by all the major public safety organizations, including our national

association, the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) and the Southeastern Division of

the IAFC, Southeastern Association of Fire Chiefs, representing Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia,

We advocate for the Consensus Plan because it:

* Remedies interference to public safety communications systems and private
wireless systems operating at 800 MHz



o %

Marlene H. Dortch
Pagetwo

* Minimizes disruption to existing licensees and services - 70 percent of existing
private wireless incumbents achieve benefits of Consensus Plan without any
system modifications whatsoever

» Ensures public safety agencies have access to additional spectrum to support their
critical missions

* Requires no federal, state or local funding to implement

In a nutshell, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. I urge you and the FCC to adopt
the Consensus Plan and to expedite implementation as quickly as possible,

Respectfully Submitted,

DENNIS J. MERRIFIELD
Fire Chief
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MIAMI-DADE COUNTY = FLORIDA

DISTRICY 11
111 N.W, FIRST STREET
MIAM], FLORIDA 32128.1963

JOE A. MARTINEL (305] 375-5511
COMMIBSIONER FAX (205) 75,5883

December 4, 2003

Michae! Powell

Chairman

Faderal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Docket: 02-55
Dear Chainnan Powall,

| take this apportunity to bring to your attention an important issue that profoundly impacts our
country. The issue i public safety radio interfarence - & problem in desperate need of a solution.
Public safety communications systems and commerclal wireless operations are located on
adjacent and intermingled channels in the 800 MHz spectrum band. The problem being that the
technologibs, used by public safety and commercial wirelesses are incompatible with one another
as neighbodré. The result is dangerous interference, which causes garbled communications and
prevents public safety officials from doing their jobs.

The Consensus Plan, currently under consideration at the Federal Communications Commission,
would realign the current jumbled licensing of 800 MHz systems into separate blocks of spectrum
for public safety and celluler wireless carmiers, By implementing this plan, public safety
interferance will be virtually eliminated. Additionally, public safety will receive additional spectrum
for future communications needs. Perhaps equally important, the Consensus Plan will be
implemented at no cost to the American taxpayer. :

The Consensus Plan is the only proactive and comprehensive solution to the dangerous problem
of public safety interference. Please support the public safety community and Implement the
Consensus Plan without delay.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.





